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WELCOME 
 

Welcome to our 2016 News. It is very pleasant 
to be writing this whilst experiencing a 
wonderful spring thus far with above average 
rains and not before time, following 2 failed 
springs in a row. It would appear rainfall will 
remain above average for the remainder of the 
season 

We sincerely thank all clients for their ongoing 
support during 2015/16, and extend a very warm 
welcome to any new clients. 

 Regards;  
 The Clothier family 
 Lucindale, SA

 
Phone: (08) 8765 8026 Fax: (08) 8765 8002 

Mobiles: Phil 0427 658 026 Aaron 0428 658 002 Jason: 0448 611 125 
 

Email: woolumbool@bigpond.com 
 

We encourage you to use our website to check for 
updates and catalogues 

 

www.woolumbool.com.au 
 

Woolumbool’s 2016/17 Calendar of Events 
 
 
• Annual Auction - Wednesday 5th October, Greenvale Woolshed, 1pm 
 
• October - December Selection of Multimeat Lease Rams 
 
• December - Private Selection Poll Merino Rams off shears 
 
• March 2017-SE Field Days-Display Woolumbool Studs in conjunction with 

Multimeats Pty Ltd 
 
• August 2016-Hamilton Sheepvention_Multimeats Pty Ltd display 
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A Poll Dorset ewe tending her lambs a few weeks ago 
after tagging and birth weight recording 
 

The Year at Woolumbool 
Over the course of the previous 12 months at 
Woolumbool we went from low pasture growth to 
none in the latter half of last Spring with the only 
upside being the dry feed had high ME which was 
a significant benefit until the livestock had 
consumed it all which meant that late Autumn was 
particularly onerous. The mid SE experienced a 
later break to the season than the lower SE which 
applied more feed deficit pressure. We have 
experienced exceptionally good rainfall though 
since the break of season until now which has put 
all things agricultural into a positive mode pretty 
much Australia wide. Over the course of this year 
we made the management decision to finish 
almost none of the XB lambs we produce. The 
majority are now sold shortly after weaning as 
finishers. The reasoning for this is the finishing 
system has been placing too much pressure on our 
ability to concentrate our efforts to the seedstock 
sections of our enterprises. We believe this will be 
very beneficial for us over the ensuing years to 
come.  
 
 
 

Lamb and Wool Production 
At Woolumbool we know that Lambplan and 
Merinoselect are far and away the only method of 
benchmarking performance production with any 
degree of on going success.  
The point to remember here is that in the field 
direct comparisons between properties or even 
paddocks is not a valid comparison. A property 
that consistently turns off heavier lambs or has 
higher per head wool cuts than another is more 
than likely able to do this because of a lower 
stocking rate even if the genetics on that property 
are sourced from lower performance animals than 
the other. What absolutely counts here is that 
good genetics will perform consistently better at 
optimal stocking rates in terms of output per unit 
area. This has been proven time and again. 
 

Electronic ID 
With another year of eid usage we have found that 
data records are much easier to handle than 
previously and now that all the ID methods used 
here have been properly matched everything is 
running very smoothly. 
We are hearing much about eid and its benefits to 
commercial producers particularly now that 
Victoria has mandated their use in the Victorian 
flock. 
I would like to add a word of caution here for 
those contemplating the use of eid for production 
benefits. The first thing commercial producer‘s 
need to ask of themselves is how are the extra 
records which they collect using eid going to add 
to their financial success. The more records you 
keep on individual animals the higher the running 
costs of those animals become due to extra time 
and labour spent collecting them. Secondly if the 
data is not going to be processed in a meaningful 
way then all of those records are useless. If for 
example a producer is simply going to use the raw 
data as a means to cull animals then I am pretty 
sure they will have introduced an expensive 
system to make absolutely no progress at all. It 
would be far better to find a seedstock producer 
who is producing the type of animals you require, 
using ASBV’s for your production system rather 
than attempting to re-invent the wheel.  
New Lambplan Indexes 
As a result of the increasing usage of genomics by 
seedstock producers Lambplan have recently 
introduced new indexes. These indexes named EQ 
and LEQ are essentially extensions of the most 
commonly used index’s Carcase+ and Lamb2020. 
We are favouring the LEQ index which enhances 
the Lamb2020 index by including the eating 
quality traits of LMY, IMF and Shear Force 5. 
This years catalogue includes 3 indexes, 
Carcase+, Lamb2020 and the new LEQ. 
The LEQ index is designed to make sure that 
lamb meat continues to have consistently high 
quality eating experience. 
2014 Sale Rams 
At Woolumbool we pride ourselves on producing 
rams with balanced ASBV’s to give our clients 
the greatest possible chance of meeting their 
production aims. 
Most of the rams are in the 12 month age bracket 
and are hence very fit and active. They are 
importantly not overfed. 
We recommend these young rams for your use. 
Poll Merinos 
We have a number of Poll Merino rams available 
for private selection. Check out the ASBV’s for 
these young rams at woolumbool.com.au .They 
are surprisingly good. 
 
 
 


